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Plagiarism Prevention Flowchart 
 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No 

It is a paraphrase. 

Present my own idea, 
in my own words? 

Say it in my own 
words? 

Present commonly known facts or 
information?  

Present some fact or 
other information that I 
had to look up? 

No 

Present someone else’s 
idea? 

Yes 

>Start Here< 
Did I: 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

Congrats! No plagiarism! 

No 

It is a quote. 

Did I tell the reader where I found 
the idea, words, or information? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Plagiarizing: review and cite 
where needed. 

No 

Say it in someone 
else’s words? 

Yes 


